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New Delhi: Hitting out at Pri-
me Minister Narendra Modi
for reiterating that the new ag-
ri-laws are beneficial for far-
mers, the Congress on Sunday
said the insistence in support
of the legislations shows that
the government is “drunk
with power” and is rigid even
in reconsidering the laws.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi attacked the govern-
ment over the protest by far-
mers, alleging “promise was
to double farmers’ income, the
Modi government did double
income, but that of Adani-
Ambani”. “Those who are still
defending the black farm
laws, what solution will they
find in favour of farmers?” he
said in a tweet in Hindi.

Congress’ chief spoke-
sperson Randeep Surjewala
said the Prime Minister’s “ob-
duracy, arrogance and rigidi-
ty in dealing with 62 crore far-
mers and farm labourers of In-
dia is writ large” over his in-
sistence in the ‘Mann ki Baat’
that the three “anti-farmer,
anti-agriculture” laws are cor-

rect.
Delhi home minister Saty-

endar Jain said the Centre
should not set any conditions

to hold talks with the agitating
farmers who have been de-
manding that it repeal the new
farm laws. “There should not

be any conditions to talk to the
farmers. The talks should ta-
ke place immediately. They
are the farmers of our count-
ry. They should be allowed to
hold peaceful protests where-
ver they want,” the minister
told reporters. He found sup-
port in his party chief and Del-
hi CM Arvind Kejriwal who
tweeted the same.

Senior Congress leader
and former Haryana CM Bhu-
pinder Singh Hooda slammed
Haryana CM Manohar Lal
Khattar for his remarks that

the state’s farmers have not
participated in the stir aga-
inst the new agri laws and
warned that if farmers’ pro-
blems are not resolved, a “big-
ger movement” will be under-
taken.Dismissing Khattar’s
claim, Hooda said the farmers
of Haryana have been agita-
ting against the three agricul-
tural laws for many months.

The opposition parties in
Uttar Pradesh also hit out at
the Centre, asking it to recon-
sider these laws. “The farmers
of the country are angry and
agitated over the three farm
laws enacted recently by the
Centre. It would be better if
the Centre reconsiders these
laws enacted without forging
any consensus with farmers,”
said Bahujan Samaj Party chi-
ef Mayawati in a tweet in Hin-
di on Sunday.

Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav too flayed the
Centre, accusing it of seeking
to mortgage the country to the
rich. “Insulting farmers by
calling them terrorists is the
worst face of the BJP. The BJP,
which favours the rich, is
conspiring to mortgage
farms, farming, small busi-
ness, trading, roads, transpor-
tation and everything else to
the rich,” the former CM of
UP tweeted in Hindi. PTI

PM Arrogant,
Rigid In Handling

Issue: Cong

Talk to farmers, reconsider laws: Oppn

Farmers at the Singhu border in New Delhi on Sunday
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New Delhi: Amid protests
by a section of farmers
against the recently enacted
farm laws, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi asserted on
Sunday that these reforms
have opened doors of new op-
portunities for farmers and
bestowed on them new
rights.

In his monthly ‘Mann Ki
Baat’ broadcast, Modi said
the farm laws have begun
mitigating the troubles of
farmers in a short period of
time since their enactment
in September as he cited the
example of a Maharashtra
farmer who used their provi-
sions to get the money a trad-
er had promised but not paid
to him in time.

New dimensions related
to agriculture and related
fields have emerged as the re-
cently enacted farm reforms
have opened doors of new
possibilities for farmers, he
said. “The demands, which
were made by farmers for
years and regarding which
every political party at some
point of time had made
promises, have been ful-
filled,” he said.

The PM remarks come at
a time when thousands of
farmers, mostly from Pun-
jab, have dug in their heels at
Delhi’s border points and
hundreds have gathered at
the city’s Burari ground to
protest against the new farm
laws.

The central government
has reached out to them, un-
derscoring its willingness to
hold talks with them. It has

also asserted that concerns
expressed by some farm bod-
ies about the new laws are
misplaced, saying existing
support measures like the
Minimum Support Price
(MSP) and state-run ‘man-
dis’ will remain in place.

In his address, Modi said
“correct information, away
from rumours and confusion
of any kind” is a big strength
for people in any field, as he
spoke about a couple of farm-
ers involved with innovative
practices in the agricultural
sector. “I feel that I have been
specially blessed by Guru Sa-
hib that he has associated me
very closely with his work,”
Modi said.

While Guru Nanak’s
550th birth anniversary cele-
bration falls on Monday, the
Modi government was also
associated with Guru Go-
bind Singh’s 350th birth an-
niversary events a few years
ago. Next year, the 400th birth
anniversary of Guru Teg Ba-
hadur will be observed, he
noted.

Modi said, “I feel very
grateful that Guru Sahib has
granted me the opportunity
to serve regularly. Opening of
the Kartarpur Sahib corri-
dor in November last year
was historic. I will cherish
this lifelong in my heart. It is
the good fortune of all of us
that we got the opportunity
to serve Shri Darbaar Sahib
once more. It has now be-
come easier for our Sikh
brothers and sisters abroad
to send contributions in the
service of Darbaar Sahib.”

In his remarks, the prime
minister also talked about a
gurudwara in Kutch, which
is considered very sacred
and special and which was
restored by the Gujarat gov-
ernment with the participa-
tion of Sikhs after it suffered
damage in the 2001 earth-
quake. Modi was the state’s
chief minister during the
restoration exercise.

The restoration efforts of
the Lakhpat Gurudwara
were honoured with the
Award of Distinction by the
UNESCO Asia Pacific Heri-
tage Award in 2004, he re-
called.

He touched upon various
other topics in his nearly 30-
minute address, ranging
from the idol of goddess An-
napurna, stolen in 1913 from
Varanasi, being brought
back to India from Canada, to
urging educational institu-
tions to harness the
strengths and talents of their
alumni by engaging with
them with innovative meth-
ods and active platforms. PTI

New laws bestowed new
rights upon farmers: PM 

PM Modi during the monthly
radio programme Mann Ki Baat

ANI

Chandigarh: Haryana chief
minister Manohar Lal Khat-
tar on Sunday said he would
hold his Punjab counterpart
Amarinder Singh responsib-
le if farmers’ gathering on
the state’s borders with Delhi
leads to an aggravation of the
Covid-19 situation in the
state.

Khattar made the asser-
tion while pointing out that
the Haryana government had
only recently decided to limit
the number of people attend-
ing social gatherings like
marriages, religious and po-

litical functions to contain
the recent surge in Covid-19
cases in Haryana.

“In view of the rising cor-
onavirus cases, we had decid-
ed to limit indoors gatherings

to 100 and outdoor ones to 200
for all types of functions in-
cluding family, political and
religious ones,” Khattar told
reporters in Hisar on the side-
lines of an event,” he said. PTI

Punjab CM responsible if Covid-19
spreads among protesters: Khattar

Mumbai: Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut
on Sunday said farmers protesting
against the Centre’s new agri laws are
being treated as if they are “terro-
rists”, and it is sad that they are not be-
ing allowed to enter Delhi.

The government should consider
the farmers’ demands sympathetical-
ly, Raut told reporters here. Thou-
sands of farmers, protesting against
three agriculture laws enacted by the
Centre, have gathered at border po-
ints of the national capital as part of
their ‘Delhi Chalo’ march.

“It is sad they are not being allowed
to come to Delhi and are being treated
as if they are terrorists and have come
from outside the country. The govern-
ment should consider the demands of
farmers sympathetically,” Raut said.
“Farm laws is one issue. Consider all
other demands sympathetically. Dif-
ferent states are not doing well. It is up
to the Centre to step in and help them,”
the Rajya Sabha member said. PTI

Farmers treated
like terrorists: Raut

New Delhi: Niti Aayog Mem-
ber (Agriculture) Ramesh
Chand has said protesting far-
mers have not fully or properly
understood the new farm laws,
asserting that these legisla-
tions have potential to increa-
se farm income in a big way.

He further said that the
motive of the three new farm
laws is exactly the opposite of
what the protesting farmers
have understood.

Chand said, “The way, I am
reading these farmers, who
are protesting, it looks like that
they have not fully or properly
understood these three laws.”

“If these new farm laws
are allowed to be implemen-
ted, there are very high chan-
ces of big increase in income of

the farmers and in many sta-
tes, it may even double,” he sa-
id.

Elaborating further on far-
mer contentions, the Niti Aay-
og member said protesting far-
mers are saying that the Essen-
tial Commodities Act (ECA)
has been removed and full free-
dom has been given to stock-
ists, black marketers, etc.

“If you look at what actual-
ly has been done is, there is a
modification done in the Es-
sential Commodity Act. A cri-
terion has been laid when Es-
sential Commodities Act can
be imposed, and that is if there
is a 50% increase in prices of
cereals, oil seeds and pulses,
then it can be imposed,”
Chand explained. PTI

‘Farmers haven’t
understood laws’

Avideo showing a group of farmers dumping
freshly-harvested guavas into a civic garbage collection

vehicle here has gone viral, with the experts saying that a bumper
crop of the fruit this year has resulted in its prices falling. The
wholesale prices of this vitamin C-rich fruit in Indore currently
ranges between Rs 4 and Rs 10 per kilo, sources in the market said
on Sunday. Due to the falling prices, disappointed farmers are
leaving behind the fruits in the market after finding that they are
not getting enough returns. PTI

MP farmers dump guavas in garbage vehicle

Hyderabad: With thousands of farmers continuing their
protest against the Centre’s new agri laws, Union home minister
Amit Shah on Sunday said they were for the welfare of farmers
and called their agitation apolitical. Speaking to reporters, he
said, “Thenew farm laws are meant for the welfare of farmers.
After a long time the farmer is going to come out of a locked
system. “I have never said the farmers protest is political and
would never say (that it is political).” PTI

Farmers’ stir not a political one: Shah
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